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1. This memorandum gives our viswse on the desirability of an
carly area estimate on Latin Amorica, in the event that the issus

should arisc a8 & result of policy consideration of ths area.

2. Our last area paper was done in late 1955, and while a
sophisticated and useful analysis of basic trends, did not fovecast
the course of relations with, and ssntiment toward, the Ul to the
degres that might now be desired. Our feeling is that a successor
paper would find it moro diificult to generalize for the area, and
might be forced to discuss individual situations in more detail in

order to be helpful to policy makers,

3. In view of the problems of producing such a paper, wo would
oot {eel happy doing it on short motice. Cur program now includes
ostimates on Argentina and Vencuusla, ticksted for completion in
July and August respectively, and we would prefor to proceed

with thase on & basis that will psrmit detailed examination of two
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crucial and recently miuch-changed ‘uimﬁam. Thareaftor, we
zan%mplaté_ an res paper about the end of the yearx, possibly to
become the first in & series of annual area papera that would at
least wrap up our thinking once & yoar and provide soms sort of
henchmark for overall policy~-makers. Ve would continug to do

individual country papers as required.

4. We recognlze, of course, that the NSC or other top leveis
may levy on you at any tims for an early estimate. Butl wa should
liks your approval 1o proceoed on the above basis in the absence of
such & requast.
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